
CUMBRIA HEALTH SCRUTINY VARIATION SUB-COMMITTEE

Minutes of a Meeting of the Cumbria Health Scrutiny Variation Sub-Committee held 
on Thursday, 12 November 2015 at 1.30 pm at Committee Room 4 - County 
Offices, Kendal, LA9 4RQ

PRESENT:

Mr M Wilson (Chair)

Mr M Hawkins
Ms C McCarron-Holmes (Vice-Chair)

Mrs M Robinson
Ms J Williams

Officers in Attendance:-

Ms L Fawcett - Primary Care Business Manager, NHS England
Mrs L Harker - Democratic Services Officer
Mr D Houston - Strategic Policy and Scrutiny Adviser
Ms C Keen - Director of Commissioning, NHS England
Ms A McBride - Practice Manager, Steele & McBride Dental Practice
Mr I Steele - Dentist, Steele & McBride Dental Practice
Mr D Stephens - Policy & Scrutiny Project Officer

PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 
PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

An apology for absence was received from Mrs D Seward.

1 ELECTION OF CHAIR

The County Council representatives elected a Chair of the Sub-Committee from 
amongst their members.

RESOLVED, that Mr M Wilson be elected Chair of the Sub-Committee for the 
ensuing year.

2 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR

The District Council representatives elected a Vice-Chair of the Sub-Committee 
from amongst their members.

RESOLVED, that Ms C McCarron-Holmes be elected Vice-Chair of the 
Sub-Committee for the ensuing year.



3 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

There were no disclosures of interest on this occasion.

4 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED, that the press and public be not excluded from the meeting for any 
items of business.

5 TERMS OF REFERENCE

The Terms of Reference for the Sub-Committee were noted.

6 DENTAL PRACTICE, ASPATRIA

The Sub-Committee received a report from the Chief Executive regarding the 
proposed relocation of Aspatria Dental Practice.

The report contained a submission from NHS England with a proposal to relocate 
the services at Steele and McBride Dental Practice, Aspatria, to Steele and McBride 
Dental Practice, Maryport, and to merge the two contracts. 

Members were informed that a proposal had been submitted to relocate the services 
at Steele and McBride Dental Practice, 5 King Street, Aspatria, Wigton to Steele and 
McBride Dental Practice, 9 Curzon Street, Maryport and to merge the two contracts.  
The proposal had been considered by NHS England’s Primary Care Operational 
Group where the view was that this was not a substantial variation, however, a final 
decision was deferred pending consultation with the Cumbria Health Scrutiny 
Committee.

The Sub-Committee were informed that the Maryport practice was six miles from 
Aspatria and on the main bus route with regular trains running between the two 
towns.  The practice was opened in 1995 with the aim of creating a full-time practice 
with a full-time associate but unfortunately, due to problems with sourcing and 
retaining associates in West Cumbria, the Practice had run on a part-time basis of 
15 hours per week since the advent of the General Dental Services Contract in 
2006.  

Members were informed that the proposed merger would increase the clinical 
availability from a current combined total of 39 to 69 hours per week.  The current 
provider had confirmed that should the merger request be approved, the Practice 
opening hours would be reviewed to potentially include further extended opening 
hours due to the fact that there would be no wasted travel time between the two 
practices.  



The Sub-Committee were informed that, taking into consideration the above, NHS 
England Cumbria and the North East were supportive of the merger and relocation 
proposals.

The Sub-Committee discussed the proposals and concerns were raised regarding 
DDA compliance at the Maryport site.  Members were informed that issues around 
DDA compliance due to the building being located in a conservation area also 
applied to the site at Aspatria but measures had been taken at both sites to allow 
access. 

On being put to the vote it was

RESOLVED, that the proposals do not constitute a substantial variation service 
change.

The meeting ended at 2.05 pm


